
Law Office 
Paul Robiiison ^iu- PM 9. Q i 

S North Third Street, Suite 2000 ^ ' 
Memphis, TN 38103 

Telephone (901) 649-4053 FAX (901) 328-1803 

December 18> 2015 

To General Counsel, Federal Election Commission 
999 E. Street NW Washington D.C. 

Re: MUR #686r 

Dear Sir or Madame; 

i am an attorney in Memphis, Tennessee . i write on beihaif of M. Latroy Wiiiiams (Mr. 

Wiliiams) with regard to the above-referenced ciaim #6861. Mr. Wiiiiams operates a 

series of iimited iiabiiity companies in Shelby County, Tennessee, functioning mainiy as 

local political clubs. These political clubs work closely with candidates at aii ieveis of the 

iocai eiections for judgeships, congressionai seats> court cierk, county commissioners city 

councii and others to develop support for the candidates and their platforms. The clubs 

are aii properly incorporated pursuant to Tennessee state incorporations statutes and 

function during the election season as a source of information about the candidates^ A 

plethora of Shelby County organizations, including the Cohen campaign, produce a ballot 

to disseminate information about the candidates for iocai eiections and to vocalize their 

support for one or several of these candidates. As noted above, Mr. Williams operates the 



Shelby County Democratic Club, The Shelby county Demdcratic Party, The Memphis 

Democratic club and the National Democratic Party of the U.S.A .He Issues ballots for 

these organizations. During the election cycle, along with his ballots, a participant In 

Shelby county elections would find a ballot similar to Mr. Williams ballots from the Former 

Democratic Party chairmen's Ballot (Exhibit 1) A ballot from the Republican Party of 

Shelby county(Exhlblt 2Congreessman Cohen's Democratic Ballot (Exhibit 3) The Official 

Shelby County Coalition of Democrat's balIot(Exhibit 4) The Memphis AFL-CIO Labor 

^ Council Official Ballot (Exhibit 5) The National Bar Association Ben Jones chapter official 

7 Judicial Ballot (Exhlbltd).. Mr. Cohen himself produces a ballot that urges the resident to 

I ask for a Democratic ballot, whatever that Is. (Exhibit 7). Then there Is the Harold ford 

Sr.(former congressman prior to Mr Cohen) Election Day Ballot for the Federal and State 

Republican and Democratic Primary Election and the Shelby county General Election 

Shelby County Tennessee (Exhibit 8) Next there Is the Official Shelby County coalition of 

Democrats Ballot (Exhibit 9). Finally there Is the Official Ballot of the Greater Memphis 

Democratic club, inc. (Exhibit 10) Each one purports to be the official ballot .To single 

out Mr. Williams out of the multitude of ballots floating around Shelby County at election 

time Is unfair and Inexplicable. Moreover Mr. Williams In none of the four organizations 

that he controls, ever associates himself with nor does he mention the Democratic 

National Committee. Mr. Williams never labels himself the "official" anything. We 

believe these malicious accusations of fraudulent activity to be an effort to eliminate 

political opposition and an abuse of the Federal Election Commission. In a heated political 

contest, fear of losing does not justify unfounded allegations of fraud and the abuse of 



I 

official administrative agencies for political gain. We believe these allegations of fraud to 

be an effort to use the Federal Election Commission in a political maneuver to 

eliminate competing political speech, speech which our supreme court has said is to be 

afforded the highest levels of protection.. The court noted in Ei/ K SJ/J Francisco County 

Democratic Cent. Comm., 489 U.S. 214, 223, 109 S. Ct. 1013, 1020, 103 L. Ed. 2d 

271, 282, 1989 U.S. LEXIS 1042, *18-19, 57 U.S.L.W. 4251 (U.S. 1989)" We 

have recognized repeatedly that "debate on the qualifications of candidates [is] integral to 

the operation of the system of government established by our Constitution." Buckleys. 

Valeo, 424 U.S. 1,14 (1976) (per curiam); see also NAACPv. Claiborne Hardware 

Co.. 458 U.S. 886, 9 i 3 (1982); Carey v. Brown. 447 U.S. 455, 467 (1980); 

Carrisonv. Louisiana, 379 U.S. 64, 74-75 (1964). indeed, the First Amendment "has 

its fullest and most urgent application" to speech uttered during a campaign for political 

office. Monitor Patriot Co. v. Roy, 401 U.S. 265, 272 (1971); see also Miils\. 

Alabama, 384 U.S. 214, 218 (1966). Free discussion about candidates for public office 

is no less critical before a primary than before a general election. Cf. Storerv. Brown, 415 

U.S. 724, 735 (1974); Smiths. AHwright. 321 U.S. 649, 666 (1944); United States 

v. Classic. 313 U.S. 299, 314 (1941). In both instances, the "election campaign is a 

means of disseminating ideas as well as attaining political office." iiiinoisBd. of Elections, 

supra, at 186. The accusation that Mr. Williams is misleading anyone is patently false. As 

noted above, none of Mr. Williams' literature mentions the Democratic National 

committee, nor does Mr. Williams ever designate his ballot as the "official ballot" while 

many of the other ballots distributed wholesale during Shelby County elections freely 



designate themselves as the ''official ballot". For these reasons, we fespectfliily ask that 

you dismiss the unfounded and baseliess complaint against Mr. Williams. 
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EXHIBIT 
/ 

FORMER DEMOCRATIC PARTY CHAIRMEN'S BALLOT 
PLEASE VOTE TO RETA N ALL SUPREME COURT & APPELLATE COURT JUSTICES 

Deor Shelby County Voter, 

We (Von ond Dovid) were prompted to put this 
sample bollot together lor the benefit of severol 
judges who we think ore deserving of your vote. 
There ore so mony nomes on the election bollot 
this year it is easy to overlook good people who 
will be making important decisions in the lives 
of our citizens. While we ore both former Shelby 
County Democrotic Choirmen ond our recommen-
dotions ore offected by our porty offiliotion, we 
thought it wos importont to promote condidotes, 
whether or not they hod o background os Demo
crats or Republicans or Independents. 

The judlciory races ore non-portison ond, ot the . 
locol level, hove little ideologicol importonce. 
Whot is importont is competence, demeanor, 
and compossion, ond these judges ond judge 
condidotes meet thot test ond more. We ore both 
prdcticing lawyers and we know the importonce 
of good judges for our clients ond for the public 
welfore, ond we do not think it is oppropriote to 
try to use their elections for portison goin. fhonk 

I for your considerotlon ond be sure to vote 

DAVID COCKE VAN TURNER 

IJ mmi y SIYKAII LI - . W 

PoH Icr by Sbglby Cbacly DoinKrali Fbi Chonga 
eaviJCoibe.Tiwii]nf 
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The Memphis AFL-CIO Labor Council Official Ballot 
rLabor Unions In Memphis, endorses the following candidates^ 

13 VOTE 
\ Edmund Ford Sr. 
! for Memphis Mayor 

' "A Man you can trust" 

i 

13 VOTE 
Joe Brown 
for City Council 
District 8 Pos. 1 
"A Man who walks with 
the people" 

I 
til 

u 

I 

1 

I > 

A : 

0/ote Kendricic Sneed for City Council District 1 
Kendrick Sneed Is a uniformed Shelby County Sheriff's Deputy who regularly 

patrols District l. He has been keeping the residents of Memphis safe from crime 
and Identifies with the needs of the people of Memphis. He will be hard on crime. 
He will be the first ever law enforcement person elected to the City 
Council. 

b^ifote Wanda Halbert for City Council District 4 
Wanda Halbert was elected to the Memphis City Council In 2007. She has fought to 
ensure that the Citizens of Memphis are cared for. She Is a candidate who has 
taken on the special Interest groups and has consistently fought to ensure that 
the future of Memphis Is brighter for all Memphlans. 

PTf Vote Edmund Ford Jr. for City Council District 6 
' Edmund Ford Jr. Is currently the Councilman for District 6. He Is a teacher 

In the Memphis City Schools and has worked hard In District 6. He has fought 
consistently for the children of Memphis and pledges to continue that fight. He 
has also voted to help keep crime down and taxes low and will continue to 
do so. 

0Vote Janis Fulliiove for City Council District 8 Position 2 
Janis Fulliiove currently serves as the Councllwoman for District 8, Pos. 2. 

She has fought to reduce crime and Improve life for all Memphlans. She wlll flght 
to support teachers, police, fire fighters, sanitation workers, MLGW and other 
workers. She has pledged to rontlnue the fight for the education of our children 
and will push for the creation or Jobs to ensure that all Memphlans have a brighter 
future. "SPEAKING OUT - STANDING STRONG - FIGHTING FOR YOU" 

0Vote Paul Shaffer for City Council District 9 Position 1 
Paul Shaffer has proven to be a strong advocate for all workers, keeping 

Jobs in the City of Memphis and Is against any outsourcing of jobs. He will work to 
ensure our economy grows and pledges to keep mohey In the City of Memphis 
budget where it needs to be. Paul Shaffer Is for helping Memphlans and "NOT" 
giving your money away to special Interest groups as his opponent Kemo 
Conrad does. 

Early Voting begins Friday, Sep. 16^ thru Saturday, Oct.l'* 
Election Day Thursday, Oct.6, 2011 

» «ii .>yTx-*raa«=df-ifvrin^'W>irnrfir>io«3twnraaaMa*Mt»%'i*«»<'liji m'ji w 
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Marinda L. Wii 
Or Current Resi 
3693 Hermltaa« 
Memohis TN 3f 
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OFFICIAL BALLOT 
Greater IVIemphis Democratic Glut), Inc. 

LEADERSHIP • INTEGRITY • GOMMITMENT 

OUR NEXT CONGRESSMAN 

3 DEMOCRATIC LEADERS ^ VOTER'S GUIDE 

GORDON BALL 
United States Senate 

Re-Elcctggj^ 
CHEYENNE JOHNSON 

Assessor of Propertv 

Elect 
WANDA HALBERT 
Criminal Court Clerk 

Elect" :ct • Elect 
HSNRI E. BROOKS COLEMAN THOMPSON 
Juvenile Court Clerk County Register 

CH<A,N!CE'RY • JUVEN.ILE • GENERAL SESrSHONS 
4. 

• .#l • 
^ ^ r • - -

\{ 
ra '* 

1 V) .T ^ 

Elect lie-Elect Elect Itlcct R<>Elccty'-'^ Rc-Elect 
WALTER EVANS JIM KYLE TARIK SU3ARM0N PHYLLIS GARDNER LONNIE THOMPSON 

Chancellor Port 1 Ctioncellor Port 2 Juvenile Court Judge General Sessions Olv. 2 General Sessions Dlv. 6 

<StH!E'L3rY COUN'TY SCHOOL BOARD^ 

^ I 
J?le^ / 
DR. FREDA WILLI 

School Boo d DIst 

ElecljHn 
ROSHUN AUSTIN 
School Board DIst. 9 


